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Abstract
This theoretical study explores the tense and complex relationship between the established principle of
national sovereignty in the Westphalian international system and emerging international human rights norms
within the context of nationality and citizenship laws in the Middle East, with a particular focus on the Gulf
¢ ooperation Council (GCC) countries. Traditionally, determining who qualifies as a citizen is considered to
be at the core of a state's exclusive domestic jurisdiction, a principle strongly upheld in the region to preserve
demographic identity and socio-economic privileges associated with rentier citizenship. However, this
,absolute sovereign concept is increasingly challenged by the international human rights legal framework
which emphasizes the fundamental right to a nationality, the principle of non-discrimination, and the
necessity of avoiding statelessness. Through a theoretical approach based on legal and comparative discourse
,analysis, this paper examines how this problematic manifests in the laws and practices of the region's states
particularly through issues of systematic gender discrimination in conferring nationality, the status of
stateless populations (Bidun), and restrictions on naturalization and permanent residency. The study
discusses how globalization, increased human capital mobility, and international and local civil society
activism are exerting growing pressure to reassess the traditional sovereign approach. The paper concludes
that the Westphalian model of absolute sovereignty in nationality matters is no longer sustainable in an
interconnected world, and that there is an urgent need for the region's states to find a new balance that
reconciles legitimate sovereign requirements with international human rights obligations, as a prerequisite
for achieving long-term sustainable development and social stability
Keywords : National s overeignty, International Human Rights, International Law, Middle East, Gender
Discrimination, Statelessness, Responsible Sovereignty
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