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Abstract
This study provides a comparative analysis of the legislative developments in nationality laws of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries during the period 2018-2025, focusing on Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, and Qatar. Amidst rapid economic and social transformations in the region, issues of
nationality and citizenship have become central to political and legal debates. This paper aims to present a
theoretical framework that analyzes the historical foundations and legal principles governing nationality laws
in these states, focusing on divergences and convergences in their legislative paths. The study critically
examines the dominance of the paternalistic principle of jus sanguinis and its impact on gender
discrimination, statelessness, and women's rights to confer nationality to their children. It also analyzes recent
reforms adopted by some countries, which open limited naturalization pathways for specific categories of
skilled foreigners, and investigates their motives and potential implications for demographic composition
and national identity. Through a comparative analytical methodology of legal sources, legislation, and
academic literature, the study concludes that legislative developments, despite their importance, remain
cautious and clash with the structure of the rentier state and demographic and security concerns. The paper
proposes a framework for understanding the tension between the necessities of economic openness and the
requirements of preserving national identity.
Keywords : Nationality law, gulf cooperation council, jus sanguinis, rentier citizenship, gender
discrimination, legislative reforms, selective naturalization, national identity.
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